
 

   
 
 

 
Wednesday 18th March 

 
 

 

Special President’s Message: COVID-19 
 

Dear Coves 
 
The current COVID-19 pandemic and the measures to contain it are leading 
to a need to suspend ‘life as we know it’. 
 
As mentioned in today’s Bulletin, the Board has had the situation under review 

over the past week and last night agreed, That due to the worsening 
COVID-19 situation, regular weekly physical meetings of the 
Rotary Club of Sydney Cove will be suspended with 
immediate effect until further notice and that the 
Board consider ways to ensure the ongoing cohesion of the 
club, continuation of club programs where possible, the 
development of special one off community support programs, 
and the welfare and support of club members. 
 

As we are painfully aware the COVID-19 epidemic is creating a very 
unpredictable and unprecedented situation. As recently as last weekend the 
Board decided to continue with our meetings in accordance with advice from 
Federal and State Health Authorities, but that we would keep the situation 
under review. 
 
Since then the district has proceeded to cancel a range of planned activities 
and events, more businesses are now proceeding to shut offices and 
increasing numbers of people are choosing to self isolate. 
 
I have also heard from an increasing number of members who have said they 
feel they are no longer able to attend due to the need to minimise the chance 
of infection because of pre-existing health issues and some who believe we 
need to cancel our regular meetings. 
 
In addition and while the health authorities have not yet banned small 
gatherings, their increasing advice is that non essential social gatherings, 
especially for older people, should be minimised. As many of our members 
are in this cohort the Board regretfully decided we needed to exercise a duty 



of care and reconsider our earlier decision in the light of the worsening 
situation and the increasing view that non-essential and social events should 
be minimised. 
 

I ask all members and especially club officers and Committee chairs consider 
ways in which we can continue to keep the club running as an viable and 
valuable part of our lives and that of the community, continue as much as 
possible with club programs and ensure the welfare and support of our club 
members who may need assistance at this time. 
 
It is at times such as this that ‘community’ becomes more important and that 
is especially so in Rotary. 
 
As President I intend to increase the amount of information to and between 
our members. The Bulletin will be maintained as an important part of keeping 
our members informed and I will be increasing direct communications with all 
members. 
 
Should anyone have any questions I will be happy to respond. Similarly if you 
have any suggestions you wish to share we would also like to hear from you 
 

Most of all, however, I ask that you take care, look after yourselves and those 
around you and hopefully we can celebrate a return to normality in the not too 
distant future. 
 
 

John 
 
John King OAM 
President 
Rotary Club of Sydney Cove 


